
 
 
 
 

“Discover why our town is like no other” 
 

 
 

        



The History of Auburn  
The city of Auburn, located 20 miles south of Seattle, was home to some of the earliest 
settlers in King County. Nestled in a fertile river valley, Auburn has been both a farm 
community and a center of business and industry for more than 150 years. Auburn is 
located near the original confluence of the Green and White rivers, both of which contain 
runoff water from the Cascade Mountain range. The valley was originally the home of 
the Skopamish, Smalhkamish, and Stkamish Indian tribes. The first white men in the 
region were explorers and traders who arrived in the 1830s.  

Settlers first came to the valley in the 1850s. On October 27, 1855, an Indian ambush 
killed nine people, including women and children. In November, a military unit led by 
Lieutenant William Slaughter camped near what is now present-day Auburn. On 
December 4, 1855, a group of Indians attacked, killing Lt. Slaughter and two other men.  

A new treaty was written which provided the establishment of the Muckleshoot 
reservation, which is the only Indian reservation now within the boundaries of King 
County. The White River tribes collectively became known as the Muckleshoot tribe.  

 
White settlers, the Neely and Ballard families began returning 
to the area. In 1891, the town of Slaughter incorporated. 
Although many older citizens considered the town's name as a 
memorial, many newer residents understandably felt 
uncomfortable with it. Within two years, the town was 

renamed Auburn, taken from the first line of Oliver Goldsmith's poem, The Deserted 
Village: "Sweet Auburn! Loveliest village of the plain."  

Auburn had been a bustling center for hop farming until 1890 when the crops were 
destroyed by aphids. After that, the farms were mostly dairy farms and berry farms. 
Nevertheless, flooding was still a problem for Auburn farmers up until the Howard 
Hanson Dam was built in 1962. This dam on the Green River, along with the Mud 
Mountain Dam on the White River, provided controlled river management, which left the 
valley nearly flood-free.  

 
Another impetus to Auburn's growth was the railroad. The 
Northern Pacific Railroad put a rail line through town in 1883, 
but it was the Seattle-Tacoma Interurban line that allowed easy 
access to both cities starting in 1902. The Interurban allowed 
farmers to get their product to the markets within hours after 
harvest. The railroad, along with better roads, caused many new companies to set up 
business in Auburn, among them the Borden Condensery (which made Borden's 
Condensed Milk) and the Northern Clay Company.  

Auburn grew through the twentieth century like many American towns. The 1920s were 
prosperous for citizens, but the Great Depression of the 1930s left many in need. World 



War II brought great hardship to many local Japanese farmers when they were moved to 
internment camps and their land taken from them. At the same time, local boys were sent 
to fight in the Pacific, and some died in battle.  

The postwar era was prosperous to Auburn, bringing more businesses and a community 
college to the city. In 1963, The Boeing Company built a large facility to mill sheet metal 
skin for jet airliners. As time went on, many farms disappeared as the land was converted 
to industrial use. In the 1990s, a large super-mall was built in the valley, enticing 
consumers from all over the Puget Sound region.  

Auburn has made the transition from small farms to large industries, but much of the 
city's history remains. A monument in the memory of Lieutenant Slaughter, erected in 
1918, still stands in a local park. The Neely Mansion, built by the son of a pioneer in 
1891, has been refurbished and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
Auburn's downtown still maintains a "Main Street U.S.A" appearance.  

Visit the White River Valley Museum for more Auburn History.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Welcome to Auburn! 
 

Emergency Services:  Dial 911 for Police, Fire, and Medic One 
 

Disaster Preparedness 

Generalized disaster preparedness training is available to interested community groups 
and organizations. This 90 minute presentation covers general disaster preparedness 
information, community resources, and local hazards information. To schedule a class for 
your group, contact the Emergency Preparedness Office at 253-876-1925 or e-mail 
emergencyprep@auburnwa.gov. 

Neighborhood Disaster Groups - Map Your Neighborhood (MYN) 

Map Your Neighborhood (MYN) is a neighborhood based disaster preparedness 
program, designed to help organized neighborhoods become prepared for disaster. The 
program is designed for individual neighborhoods to come together in a 90-minute 
session and do basic disaster planning that will assist them in the first 60 minutes of any 
disaster. Neighborhoods need to be self-organized and willing to meet together as a 
group. Neighborhoods who take this important step in disaster preparedness will be 
provided all necessary organizing materials and support from emergency management 
staff and specially trained volunteers. If your neighborhood is interested in organizing 
under the MYN program, contact the Emergency Preparedness Office at 253-876-1925 or 
e-mail emergencyprep@auburnwa.gov. 

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training 

CERT training is comprised of 24+ hours of classroom education and hands-on practice 
in topics including disaster preparedness, emergency management, fire safety / 
suppression, disaster medical operations, light search and rescue, disaster 
communication, disaster psychology, and all-hazards identification and awareness, 
including terrorism. Classes are free and basic safety equipment is provided. Students are 
required to provide minimal materials, such as sturdy shoes and work gloves. 

Graduates have the opportunity to become registered emergency workers with their 
respective cities and the State of Washington, allowing them to aid in local and regional 
disasters. Graduates also have the opportunity to participate in local and regional 
continuing education activities, including training and field exercises. Fire department 
and emergency management professionals from the cities of Auburn and Pacific, as well 
as the Valley Regional Fire Authority (VRFA) teach CERT classes. 
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City Services 
 

Auburn City Hall  
25 W Main Street 
Auburn WA 98001-4998 
Phone: 253-931-3000 

 

Auburn Area Chamber of Commerce 
108 S Division St, Ste B 
Auburn, WA  98001 
(253) 833-0700 
(253) 735-4091 Fax 

 

Municipal Court  
340 East Main Street 
Auburn WA 98002 
Phone: 253-931-3076 
Fax: 253-804-5011 

 

Electric Company 
Puget Sound Energy 
1-888-225-5773 

 

Water/ Sewer/ Storm/ Garbage  
City of Auburn  
253-931-3038 

 

Phone Service  
Quest 
800-244-1111 
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The Auburn Fire Department Valley Regional Fire Authority will provide customer 
service of the highest standard with compassion, integrity and professionalism. 

 

 

 

Fire Department Locations  
Headquarters Fire Station 31 

1101 D Street NE 
Auburn, WA 98002 

 �

Business Hours: 7 a.m. - 5 p.m. Mon - Fri 
Phone: (253) 931-3060�

Fire Station 32  
1952 R Street SE 

Auburn, WA 98002 
 �

*Station 32 does not have office staff.  Please 
direct all inquiries to Station 31.�

Fire Station 33  
2905 C Street SW 
Auburn, WA 98002�

Station 33 does not have office staff and is not 
accessible to the public.  Please direct inquiries 

to Station 31. �

 



 Police Department 
 

·  Non-emergency 253-931-3080  
·  Business office 253-931-3080  
·  Jail 253-931-3088  
·  DARE 253-804-5004  
·  Community programs 253-288-3147  
·  Volunteers 253-804-3106 

 

 

  

Auburn Regional Medical Center 
Plaza One, 202 N. Division Street 
Auburn, WA 98001  
Department  Phone Number  
Main Number 253-833-7711 
Family Birth Center 253-333-2522 
Health Information Services 
(Medical Records) 

253-333-2532 

Heart Care Center 253-333-2559 
Patient Representative 253-804-2868 
Public Relations/Marketing 253-333-2584 
Regional Center for 
Cancer Care 

253-333-2575 

Sleep Center 253-804-2809 
TTY 253-333-2589 
Volunteer Services 253-833-7711, x1259 
Human Resources Center 253-333-2577 

 



Additional Information…  
 

 
US Post Office 
11 3rd St NW 
Auburn, WA 98002 
(253) 333-1377 
 
 

 
 
Auburn Library  
1102 Auburn Way South * Auburn 98002 * 253- 931-3018  
Monday-Thursday 10am-9pm; Friday-10am-6pm;  
Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday 1pm-5pm  

 

 

Transit 
Transit service is a key component of Auburn’s transportation system, improving 
mobility within the City and providing connections to destinations throughout the Puget 
Sound region. 

Auburn does not directly administer transit service. Rather, the City works with Metro 
Transit, Pierce Transit, and Sound Transit to coordinate and improve service in Auburn. 
These agencies are publicly funded and are responsible for providing transit service 
within their jurisdictions. 

 
 
 
 



Auburn School District 
 
Visit the Auburn School District web site for more information: 
www.auburn.wednet.edu  
 
Elementary Schools: 
 
Hazelwood Elementary 
11815 SE 304th Street – 253.931.4740 
 
Lee Hill Elementary  
30908 124th Ave SE – 253.931.4982 
 
 
Middle Schools: 
 
Rainier Middle School 
30620 116th Ave SE – 253.931.4843 
 
Cascade Middle School  
1015 24th Street NE – 253.931.4995 
 
 
High Schools: 
 
Auburn Mountain View High School 
28900 124th Ave SE – 253.804.4539 
 
Auburn High School 
800 4th Street NE – 253.931.4880 
 
 
Colleges: 
 
Green River Community College 
12401 SE 320th Street – 253.833.9111 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nearby Parks 
 
Auburndale Park – (9.64 acres)  31715 110th Ave SE 
 
Park Features 

·  Barbecue Grills 
·  Play Area 
·  Walking Trails 
·  Exercise Court 

 

 
 
 
 
Dykstra Park – 1533 22nd Street NE 
 
Park Features 

·  Picnic Table 
·  Barbecue Grill 
·  Play Structure 
·  Footbridge over Green River 

 

 



Entertainment 
 
Auburn Performing Arts Center – 700 East Main Street 
 
Features 

·  State of the Art 1,100 seat theater 
·  Orchestra Pit 
·  Full Stage curtains including cyclorama and grand drape 
·  House Manager and Full Technical staff available for events 

 
 
 
Auburn City Hall Gallery – 25 West Main Street 
 
Features rotating art shows throughout the year 
 
 
 
Auburn Avenue Theater – 10 Auburn Ave 
 

 
The Auburn Ave Theater is the oldest and largest dinner theater in Western Washington.   
 
For more information please contact 253-261-3092 
 
 
 


